Claim:
The Bottom is used by Morrison to suggest that while such places may appear arbitrary—as “natural” as the peaks of hills or the slopes of valleys—they are, in point of fact, loaded with meaning and aimed at reinforcing the racial status-quo. Sula’s story of struggle and survival thus comes to represent social justice as environmental justice—a position shared by Robert Bullard in his coining of the term “environmental racism.” 



Outline of Points (PIEs)

1. The Bottom shows the construction of “place” as a ghetto for black labor.
a. 
Slavery into Segregation

b. Racist labor practices for the bridge/tunnel on New River Road

2. The Bottom contains the refuse of black lives cast off by a nation riddled with racism.

a. Shadrack

b. Plum

c. Sula

3. The novel’s conclusion shows how white supremacy maintains its privilege through contradiction, by directly inverting its own system of value 
a. National Suicide Day?
b. Gentrification
Introduction One:

In her 2002 foreword to Sula (1973), Toni Morrison describes a decision she made with respect to the novel that was unique among her writings. For the first time in her extensive collection of what she refers to as the “black-topic text,” she repositioned Sula’s introduction in “deference, paid to the ‘white’ gaze” (xvi).
 Rather than starting with Shadrack’s “wounded mind” that leads him to inaugurate National Suicide Day (xvi), Morrison leads with a description of an African-American community appropriated by white privilege through the process of gentrification. “In that place, where they tore the nightshade and blackberry patches from their roots to make room for the Medallion City Golf Course, there was once a neighborhood” (Morrison 3).
 This new start figures the sundering of black life through violently uprooting “nightshade” and “blackberry patches”—and it does so, as Morrison argues, in order to offer her reader “safe harbor” (xv) for the black-topic text that cuts closely to the historical realities of African-American life, labor, and loss.

Morrison prepares her reader to encounter Shadrack’s (and others’) “adult pain that rested somewhere under the eyelids” (4) through using the description of the Bottom, Sula’s setting. Morrison’s revised introduction effectively collapses social history onto a physical landscape in order to suggest that while such places may appear arbitrary—as “natural” as the peaks of hills or the slopes of valleys—they are, in point of fact, loaded with meaning and aimed at reinforcing the racial status-quo. Sula’s story of struggle and survival thus comes to represent social justice as environmental justice—a position shared by Robert Bullard in his coining of the term “environmental racism.”
 

Introduction Two:

In “Anatomy of Environmental Racism,” Robert Bullard opens with a discussion of the disproportionatel environmental hazards faced by communities of color.
 He proposes that what is needed for understanding this current crisis is an analysis that sees “environmental racism” as the very real, yet unacknowledged counterpart of institutional racism that post-Civil Rights U.S. has addressed largely through public policy. In coining the term “environmental racism” and tracing its history, Bullard seeks to mobilize a new generation of activists that sees “green” issues as deeply relevant for people of color and the endangered health of their communities. 
Attending specifically to toxic wastes located in historically Black communities, Bullard glosses how off-the-book policies of targeting people of color emerged from a history of institutional racism that denied the participation of people of color in civic life. He writes: "Historically, the South scored at or near the bottom on almost all indicators of well-being (e.g., education, income, economic development, environmental quality, and health care). The region has a long history of exploitation of land and people, especially African Americans, dating from slavery" (28)
. What is interesting
 about how the exclusion of people of color resurfaces in the their relegation to the bottom of health and environmental standards, is that this “bottoming out” of life itself informs the start of Toni Morrison’s novel Sula, written after Civil Rights but two decades before the environmental justice movement. Morrison purposes locates Sula in a fictitious place call “the Bottom” in a way that foregrounds the physical environment as connected to a deep history of racial inequality. The Bottom is used by Morrison to suggest that while such places may appear arbitrary—as “natural” as the peaks of hills or the slopes of valleys—they are, in point of fact, loaded with meaning and aimed at reinforcing the racial status-quo. Sula’s story of struggle and survival thus comes to represent social justice as environmental justice—a position shared by Robert Bullard in his coining of the term “environmental racism.” 

�THIS WILL CHANGE as you write your paper and flesh out your points/PIEs.


�Depending on the angle of this paper, the PIEs listed here will also change … but you get a sense of how to start with textual evidence to then develop your own points.


�This introduction foregrounds the literary text. As such, it appeals to readers who are looking to reexamine Sula through a new critical interpretation. Note how this casts the claim differently than Introduction Two. 


�note how this introduction integrates quotes into the author’s writing (that’s me! ;) … this shows your reader a familiarity and ease with the text.


�note how this quote is excerpted in its entirety. the reader may understand why it’s important enough to be cite this way (i.e., it’s the first sentence of the novel)


�note how PIE is used in the introduction to frame the discussion.


�By this point in a paper, your reader should have a sense of what precisely you are arguing and (hopefully) what may be your next steps. Here, it’s evident that the supporting paragraph/first PIE will be to discuss Robert Bullard’s ideas re: environmental racism.  


�This introduction foregrounds the critical text. As such, it appeals to readers who are interested in the critical conversation about social justice as environmental justice. Note how this casts the claim differently than Introduction One.


�Again, PIE is used even in this introduction to the claim/thesis


�Relative to integrative your sources, sometimes it is helpful to articulate explicitly how the ideas of one text (here, Bullard) are useful for reexamining another text (here, Sula).


�Note that this is the same claim as Introduction. Also note that the choices made about how to frame the conversation substantively change the reader’s sense of the paper that will unfold.





